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County  supervisors
Tuesday signaled their in-
tent 1o crack down on il-
legal mariuana dispensa-
-riesand at least temporar-
Iy ban growing cannabis
n unincorporated areas,
but turned back a pro-
vose(i han on mobile sales
IWEery.
servisor Michael An-
ono )uh recommended
ot the county study the
1013 of medical mari-
ana cultivation, manu-

ure, testing and dis-
"")mwn i the unincor-
worated areas in light of
zcent passage of state leg-
slation setting up a regu-
arory framework.

The county has banned
medical marijnana dispen-
saries in unincorporated
areas since 2011, using its
zoning laws to enforee the
prohibition.

Unitil now, there has
been no ban on related ac-
tivities. But the board to-
day unapimoensly divected
courty lawyers to draft an
ordinance that would pro-
hibit all cultivation, manu-
facturing, luboratory test-
g and distribution in un-
incorporated areas of the

inn
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rvisor hichael Antonowcn recommends the county
the trmpacts of medical pot cultivation, manufacture,
i unincorporated areas.

es ke @m@%
n pot shops

county for at least 45 days,
while the study is under-
way.

Antovovich warned of

dangers associated with
growing cannabis, saying
in his motioh that it “in-
creases the risk of tres-

passing and burglary and

acts of violence.”

One man told the board
that growing marijuana
plants in his backyard was
the only way he conld pro-
vide refief to his dving fa-
ther, diagnosed with inop-
erable brain cancer.

“Ban or no ban, T would
have done everything in
my power to bring my
father the relief that he
needed,” the man said.

Antonovich also. pro-

posed a prohibition on mo- -

bile sales and commercial
delivery of medical mari-
Jueana.

Superviscr Sheila Kushi
said she was concerned
about “those who do have
a prescription and cap’t
leave their homes.”

Ultimately, the ban on
mobile sales failed to gar-
ner enough support and
Antonovich withdrew that
part of his proposal.

Supervisor Don Knabe
ook the opportunity to
call for a crackdown on il-
legal dispensaries.

By Sarah Favot
sarah favot@langhews.com -
@sarahfizvot on Twitter

Los Angeies County will
explore forming an over-
sight commission for its
Probation Department,
which would be the first of
its kind in the state, offi-
cials said.

The Board of Supervi-
sors on Tuesday wunani-
mously approved a mo-
tion by Supervisors Sheila
Kuehl and Mark Ridley-
Thomas tc form a work-
ing group that will exam-
ine existing entities that
oversee some aspect of the
Probation Department and
will make a recommenda-
tion whether a compreher-
sive oversight commission
is needed, similar to the
one recently formed for the
Sheriff’'s Depariment.

“This is a time for in-
creased transparency, ac-
countability and efficacy
with respect to the depart-
ment of probation,” Ridley-

Thomas said.

He said there have been
eight audits of the depart-
ment in 18 months. The
audits, he said, “made it
abundantly clear to me
that we have systemic is-
sues to address.”

The Probation Depart-
ment supervises juvenile

_ offenders, who are in and

out of custody, and adult
probationers.

The department has
been fraught with scan-
dal regarding its juvenile
facilities. Last spring, the
department came out of
six years of federal mon-
itoring by the U.8. De-
partment of Justice in re-
sponse to reports of abuse
and poor conditions in ju-
venile camps.

The move toward estab-

Jishing a probation over-

sight commission follows
a pattern of reforms made
by the supervisors in re-
cent months — including
establishing civilian over-
sight of the Sheriff’s De-

partment, hirving & chilé
protection czar and creat-
ing an Ofﬁce of Diversion
and Ree Ffor inmates
who have a mcma; lness.

The Board of Supervi-
s0rs is aiso looking to hire
a permanent chief proba-
tion officer. Former Chief
Jerry Powers resigned last
vear amid a cloud of alle-
gations that he had an in-
appropriate relationship
with his hand-picked ad-
ministrative deputy.

Interim Chief Probation
Officer Cal Remington saié
he supported the motion.

“The Probation Depari-
ment is making a commit-
ment to this board and io
the public that we wiii be-
Colme more hanspal ent,”
Remington said, “This is
one way to do that”

He said no other pro-
bation department in the
state has a comprehensive
oversight commission.

Advocates called for the
working group to inchide
COMITHINILY input.

LAW ENFORCEMENT

Deputies convicted of jail |

By The Associated Press

Two sheriff's deputies
have been convicted of try-
ing to cover up the beating
of a handeuffed inmate at
the Los Angeles County
jail.

City News Service says
that on Tuesday, a federal
jury convicied Joey Aguiar
and Mariano Ramirez of

falsifying reports. But the

panel acquitied them of
conspiracy to violate civil
rights and deadiocked on
another charge.

The deputies could now.

face up to 20 -years in
prisomn.

Prosecutors said that in
2009 the deputies choked,
struck, kicked and pep-
per—spraved handcuffed in-

e Bret Phillips and then
wro‘ﬁe reports indicating he

ting cover-up

attacked them.

Defense lawyers argued
the deputies used legal
force after Phillips becamne
combative and threaten-
ing.

The deputies were
among 21 current or for-
mer sherifl’s employees
charged in connestion
with a probe of corruption
and abuse in the Sheriff’s
Cepariment.
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Insplred by the newly formed Sheriff’s .Deparf;

. ment oversight commtission, Supervisor Sheita

Kuehl will ask her fellow supervisors today to con-

© gider explormg a snnllar oversrght bodyfor the Pro— .

bation Department. : :
Kuehl, with-Superviser Mark Rldle
y Thomas
backing, will.ask that the Board of Supervisors es-
tablish a workang group that will evaluate the ex-"
isting groupstasked with some kind of momtonng
~.of the Probation Department The working'g group :

_ wﬂ] recommend whether an; evers1ght commlssmn :

fan

Eleven groups oversee or
monitor some aspect of the
- Probation Depar’tment ac-
cording to Kuebl.

-The Probation Department

' is tasked with the supervi-

sion and custody of Juvemle

' offenders, who are housed in
13 juvenile camps and three

Juvenﬂe halls thraughout the
county; and the supervision
of adult probationers, whose

population has been grow--

ing in response to the shift
of nonviolent, nonsexual and

_ nonserious offenders from
state prisons to county juris-.

diction under Assembiy B111

i ,109 in 201L

The working group w1ll

) also make a recommendation

whether oversight sh0u1d be

| separate for the adult and ju-
- venile popu}atmns

The discussion eomes as

“the county is searching for a

new chief probation officer.:
Former Chief Jerry Powers

i .resigned late last year under
" acloud of allegations that he .
had ap inappropriate rela-

tionship with a subordinate
that he hired.as his adminis-
trative deputy: -

The department has been

. headed by five. 1eaders over

the past 10 years. :
- The Probation Department

has been fraught with:scan-

dal regarding its Juvemle fa-

" cilities. Last spring; the de-”

partment came out of six
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- . years of federal monitoring by
P[‘Obatlon the U.S. Department of Jus-
“tice in response {o réports of
FROM PAGE 3 " abuse and peor conditions

in the camps.

Kueh} said the respensi-
bilities of ensuring the DOJ
reforms are cnntinued are
“geattered.”

The Board of Supervisors
has taken a reform approach
10 many aspects of its du-
ties, inclnding ihe creation
of the Office of Diversion
and Reentry for mentally ill
inmates and the ‘establish-
ment of an Office of Child
Protection. = .

“f think that we have
shown over the past little
over a year that were re-

“ally devoted as a group, the

five of us, to the kind of re-
form that invests in people,
in the people who work for
us and the people we serve
and, frankly, the people we
lock up,” Kuehl said. “We

want there to be more nf a |

chance.”

A Probation Department
oversight commission would
not have the challenges as-
sociated with the Sheriff’s
Department oversight com-
mission, because the sheriff
is elected and therefore has
autonomy over the depari-
ment, while the chief proba-

tion officer reports-directly .
tothe Board of Supervisors. -
LEWete, hopmg that by
‘-,engaglng ‘a’strong, unified’

commigsion, We. couid get
directly at. any systemic
problems’ in.the. Probation
Dep’artment Knehl sald
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